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For over 100 years, the local parks in Champaign 
have created an authentic connection between 
residents and this unique and special community. 
This connection has been fostered through the use 
and enjoyment of a variety of recreational amenities 
that have allowed park users to experience a 
myriad of benefits relating to multiple dimensions 
of health and well-being. In the 2017 Attitude & 
Interest Survey, 76% of respondents indicated that 
they or a member of their household had visited a 
park during the past year. Recently, the Champaign-
Urbana Public Health District had researched area 
park usage due to the COVID-19 pandemic. They 
found that park usage was up 87% in the county! 
Not only is this study important to compare how 
expanded use has impacted the parks, but also to 
provide additional resources for the Park District 
Board of Commissioners and staff to enhance 
stewardship efforts and plan for the future. 

This Park Report Card is an effort to objectively and 
quantitatively measure the character and condition 
of park infrastructure and its maintenance in order 
to ensure the highest level of service and return 
on investment for the residents of Champaign. 
Additionally, the Park Report Card allows the 
Champaign Park District to: 

•	 Communicate priorities internally among employ-
ees, as well as externally to the Board of Com-
missioners, the Parks Foundation, and the public; 

WHY GRADE OUR 
PARKS?

•	 Learn how the Park District’s present state 
compares to past performance and future goals;  

•	 Measure the impact of park infrastructure 
investments and park maintenance efforts; 

•	 Demonstrate progress towards meeting its 
mission, goals, and objectives; 

•	 Provide direction for allocation of funds, staff, 
and other resources;

•	 Offer transparency and accountability to the 
public.  

The Park Report Card is intended to help the 
Champaign Park District advance the following 
strategic initiatives:

1. Provide safe, distinctive, and well-maintained 
parks, facilities, programs, and trails.

2. Develop facility, park, and trail plans that align 
resources with community needs.

3. Deliver innovative and customer-focused 
programming that promotes active and healthy 
living and wellness.

4. Provide park and facility users with a safe 
environment. 

5. Maintain our current standards while striving for 
excellence by providing outstanding leadership 
and visions for future improvement.

6. Build a responsive, financially sustainable 
District by aligning resources to community 
needs.
 

The overall system grade is included as a key metric 
in the Park District’s performance measurement 
program.  Additionally, the information contained in 
this report should help guide the following: capital 
improvement plans, park master plans, and park 
maintenance standards and procedures.
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t HOW ARE THE PARKS  
       GRADED?

The overarching goal of the Champaign Park 
District’s 2020 Park Report Card is to evaluate and 
measure its park’s:

•	 Availability and accessibility to the public,
•	 Condition and maintenance,
•	 Surface quality of grounds, parking, fields and 

courts,
•	 Cleanliness,
•	 And safety.

 
Study participants were given the following guiding 
objectives:

OBJECTIVE #1: Evaluate the state of Champaign 
Park District parks – look around, test out, 
shake, jump, run, enjoy! The parks are meant 
to be used and loved, so try everything out for 
yourself. The information you learn by doing this 
is especially helpful when considering safety and 
accessibility of structures and fields.

ACTION ITEMS:

•	 Consider the park’s availability and accessibility 
to the public. Consider the public’s availability 
and accessibility to the specific amenities at the 
park. 

•	 Consider the functionality and maintenance of 
the park and its features.

•	 Consider the surface quality of the grounds, 
fields, parking lots, and courts.

•	 Consider the overall cleanliness and safety of 
the park and its features.

OBJECTIVE #2: Consider the big picture – think 
about the parks as part of a larger whole. Consider 
the layout, amenities, parking options, age of users, 
lawns and plantings, state of fields, etc.

ACTION ITEMS:
•	 Consider the types of facilities at the park. Note 

if there should be more or different kinds of 
facilities/amenities at that park.

•	 Consider the accessibility to the park. Note if 
there should be more availability for multi-modal 
circulation.

•	 Avoid overly focusing on easily cleaned or 
picked up aspects of the parks.

t METHODS

Six groups consisting of Park District 
Commissioners, staff, and residents were organized 
to visit and assess roughly eight parks per group (33 
total participants). Staff and volunteer engagement 
in this study saved the Park District an estimated 
$40,000 in consulting fees to complete the same 
work! Park sites were randomly assigned to ensure 
that participants were able to experience the breadth 
of park types, geographic differences, and variety 
of amenities throughout the Park District. One 
group of five participants served as a quasi-control 
group by visiting and assessing every park included 
in this study. Park sites that were currently under 
development or scheduled for restoration were 
not reviewed by study participants (Bristol, Human 
Kinetics, Spalding, and Wisegarver Parks).
The following park sites were graded between 
August 8 and September 30, 2020: 
•	 Beardsley Park
•	 Bian Park
•	 Centennial Park
•	 Champaign Bark District
•	 Clark Park
•	 Commissioners Park
•	 Davidson Park
•	 Dodds Park
•	 Douglass Park
•	 Eisner Park
•	 Firefighter’s Park
•	 Garden Hills Park
•	 Glenn Park
•	 Hallbeck Park
•	 Hazel Park 
•	 Henry Michael Park
•	 Heritage Park
•	 Hessel Park
•	 Johnston Park
•	 Kaufman Park
•	 Mattis Park
•	 Mayfair Park 
•	 McCollum Park
•	 Meadows Square Park

•	 Millage Park
•	 Morrissey Park
•	 Mullikin Park
•	 Noel Park
•	 Robert C. Porter 

Family Park
•	 Powell Park
•	 Robeson Park
•	 Robeson Meadows 

West Park
•	 Robeson Meadows 

West Detention
•	 Scott Park
•	 Skelton Park
•	 Sunset Ridge Park
•	 Toalson Park
•	 Trevett-Finch Park
•	 Turnberry Ridge 

Park
•	 Washington Park
•	 Wesley Park
•	 West Side Park 
•	 Zahnd Park
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t GRADING OBJECTIVITY

Study participants were given a basic grading 
system based on standard scholastic letter grades 
to assess the parks. Use of this basic grading scale, 
supported by written comments and constructive 
feedback established the scoring system and 
narrative for this report.

GRADING SCALE: Grade each item in the boxes 
provided on your Park Scorecard on a scale of 
0-100. These scores will be translated into standard 
scholastic letter grades as follows:

90-92 = A-; 93-96 = A; 97-100 = A+;  
80-82 = B-; 83-86 = B; 87-89 = B+;  
70-72 = C-; 73-76 = C; 77-79 = C+;  
60-62 = D-; 63-66 = D; 67-69 = D+;  0-59 = F.

Grades were calculated to the hundredth 
percentile and rounded to the nearest whole 
number for the final score. 
Study participants were also given a supplemental 
grading criterion guide to review and employ in their 
assessment. This guide can be found in Appendix A 
on page 59.

t FACTORS THAT 
POTENTIALLY     
INFLUENCED GRADING

The benefits of parks, open space, recreational 
activities, athletic events, and natural environments 
have been well-documented (Gies, 2006). Study par-
ticipants graded the parks and amenities on criteria 
related to these benefits that are realized through 
clean and safe park environments and high-quality 
recreation experiences. Each park’s comprehensive 
score was an average of the total scores for all of the 
park’s features. When translated into a letter grade, 
these scores provide a simple metric for observing 
the state of the parks and in theory, enhanced bene-
fits for the users of parks with higher grades.

Increased Use, Trash, and Litter
In 2020, the pandemic isolated many people to their 
homes, neighborhoods, and local communities. This 
afforded residents with limited options for activities 
except for visiting local parks. This brought many 
first-time visitors to Champaign parks and also 

increased the overall use, 
which resulted in more 
trash and litter in the parks. 
International scholars and 
psychologists have been 
trying to understand why 
littering was prevalent in 
parks during the pandemic. 
Past research noted 
that a number of factors 
influence one’s choice to 
litter. These factors include 
an individual’s value of the 
space, the justification of 
littering in a space that already has litter present, and 
added strain on waste management services due to 
higher use patterns (Wilson, 2020). Park District staff 
also speculate that “Good Samaritans” who would 
normally pick up litter and dispose of it, were more 
reluctant to touch litter due to fear of contracting the 
COVID-19 virus. 

Litter and overflowing trash receptacles were noted 
in the hand-written observations of almost every park 
location in the 2020 Park Scorecard Study. Research 
has shown that the presence of litter can dim the 
psychological benefits of natural environments or 
park sites (Wyles et al, 2016), and it is presumed 
that the pervasiveness of litter negatively impacted 
how the reviewers scored the parks and amenities in 
the 2020 study, which may help explain slightly lower 
grades when compared to the 2017 study results. 

Closed or Limited Amenities
Due to pandemic protocol recommended by the 
Champaign-Urbana Public Health Department, 
public restrooms and drinking fountains remained 
closed for 2020. Additionally, pandemic restrictions 
significantly limited landscaping and arborist 
maintenance throughout the parks. 

Reviewers were asked to consider these limitations 
when rating these amenities. Specifically, study 
participants were asked to rate drinking fountains 
and restrooms on outward appearance only and 
the non-planted flower beds based on cleanliness 
and the presence of weeds. Despite this direction, 
some of the reviewers chose to forgo rating these 
amenities altogether. Due to this fact, the data 
analysts chose to forgo calculating a comprehensive 
score for an amenity if less than 50% of the study 
participants did not provide a grade. Additionally, the 
grade for that amenity was not not included in the 
overall park score. 
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The ratings for restrooms significantly improved 
when comparing the 2017 study to the 2020 results. 
The interior condition of a restroom can play an 
important role in a visitor’s experience and due to 
the fact that reviewers were unable to enter closed 
restrooms, it is noted that the comparative data is 
possibly skewed for this park amenity. 

New Variables
In 2017, the grading for signage within the parks was 
inclusive of all signs; such as entrance, regulatory, 
interpretive, wayfinding, etc. The 2020 study pilot 
tested splitting signage into two categories; primary 
or entrance signage and secondary (all other signs). 
This change focused attention on signage that may 
have been overlooked by reviewers in the past. 
However, it also added an additional variable, which 
may have caused slight variances in comparative 
data as well. 

t FINDINGS 

2017 Results
In the first year of this report, Park District parks 
generally fared well, with the park system receiving 
a score of an “A- “at 90.59% out of 100%. The 
highest score with a 97.72% was Mullikin Park and 
Washington Park received the lowest score with 
74.59%, a difference of 23.03 points.  

2020 Results
The 2020 study established the first report card 
benchmarks for the Champaign park system. The 
average combined score for all parks declined 
slightly from 2017 to 2020 (88.26% out of 100%). 
When compared to 2017’s results, eight (8) park 
ratings improved, twenty-five (25) park scores 
slightly declined, eight (8) park ratings differed by 
less than one (1) percent, and two (2) new parks 
were opened. The highest score with a 93.59% was 
Glenn Park and Washington received the lowest 
score for the second study in a row with 75.37%.
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PARK FEATURE 
ANALYSIS 
All of the major park amenities received 
a “B” or “B+” comprehensive score in 

OVERALL SCORES 2017 2020  
Centennial Park 87.44 84.20  

Dodds Park 91.25 88.22  

Douglass Park 91.65 86.02  

Hessel Park 88.30 85.51  

West Side Park 88.07 90.06  

Beardsley Park 90.03 88.60  
Bian Park 81.00 89.77  

Champaign Bark 
District 94.43 83.86 

 

Clark Park 86.52 87.00  

Commissioners Park N/A 87.07 New* 
Davidson Park 96.24 89.97  

Eisner Park 91.57 87.75  

Firefighter’s Park 92.68 87.67  

Garden Hills Park 88.69 89.84  

Glenn Park 93.95 93.59  

Hallbeck Park 91.48 85.42  

Hazel Park 86.29 88.21  

Henry Michael Park N/A 91.50 New* 
Heritage Park 91.24 85.60  

Johnston Park 91.91 89.88  

Kaufman Lake 89.40 89.16  

Mattis Park 94.45 89.68  

Mayfair Park 86.73 89.58  

McCollum Park 95.39 87.50  

Meadows Square Park 97.33 85.32  
Millage Park 83.54 87.83  

Morrissey Park 92.45 90.92  

Mullikin Park 97.72 90.34  

Noel Park 81.08 88.65  

Powell Park 95.00 92.23  

Porter Park 95.42 90.91  

Robeson Park 90.00 89.89  

Robeson Meadows 
West Park 90.75 89.21 

 

Robeson Meadows 
West Detention 93.76 79.53 

 

Scott Park 92.90 90.22  

Skelton Park 90.15 86.60  

Sunset Ridge Park 94.11 93.36  

Toalson Park 94.77 90.43  

Trevett -Finch Park 92.38 91.11  

Turnberry Ridge Park 89.76 88.96  

Washington Park 74.69 75.37  

Wesley Park 86.52 87.53  

Zahnd Park 93.00 91.02  

AVERAGE SCORE 
ALL PARKS 90.59 88.26 
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t PARK FEATURE ANALYSIS

All of the major park amenities received a “B” or 
“B+” comprehensive score in 2020. All scores were 
slightly lower than the overall park feature grades in 
2017, with the exception of a marked improvement 
in playgrounds and splashpads, possibly due to 
playground improvements at West Side Park and 
playground and splashpad upgrades at Hessel Park 
in the last three years. Parking lots and roadways 
declined the most out of all categories, due in part to 
the inclusion of Parkland Way in the 2020 study. As 
previously mentioned, COVID-19 possibly influenced 
these outcomes through increased park use, related 
litter, and pandemic staffing restrictions.

General Observations and Priorities
The Champaign Park District system includes a 
broad variety of parks and amenities. The reviewers 
frequently commented that the parks were “well-
maintained,” “beautiful,” and “a great resource for its 
neighborhood or community.” Not many communities 

the size of Champaign maintain the number of 
parks (62) or acreage (700) that the Champaign 
Park District manages. To sustain excellence in its 
care and stewardship of parks during the pandemic, 
speaks to the dedication of the Operations team 
despite risks to their own health and safety. Parks 
and the staff who maintain them have always been 
essential. Who would have guessed that a pandemic 
would make this point clearer than ever before?

Visioning Task Force
Five parks (Centennial, Dodds, Douglass, Hessel, and 
West Side) in the system are celebrated as signature 
or flagship parks for the Park District. Several other 
community or neighborhood parks within the system 
could receive the same honor or recognition. In fact, 
many of the Champaign parks would be signature 
parks in other communities. However, several parks 
and open space areas possess a very similar look 
and feel. Neighborhoods and recreational needs vary 
by region within Champaign and it may be important 
to investigate and engage in planning for a number 
of spaces within the park system. Efforts by this 

 

72
74
76
78
80
82
84
86
88
90
92
94

Park Feature Grades

2017 2020
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visioning task force could include recommendations 
related to playground shade and seating, trending 
activities, marketing, green practices, and mowing / 
tree base care. 

Next Steps
A preliminary presentation of the report card results 
was developed and shared with staff. After the 
presentation, operations immediately addressed 
any potential liabilities that had been identified. 
Next, staff engaged study participants to clarify any 
comments that were unclear. Routine maintenance 
items such as trash overflow, turf issues, litter, 
branches on ground, etc. were addressed 
immediately and cataloged for the 2021 season. 
Then, staff reviewed the results to notate items that 
had been fixed or updated in the fall season or were 
already included in the Capital Improvement Plan or 
the ADA Transition Plan. Finally, all other items were 
placed on a list for staff to consider and possibly 
request approval from the Park Board for the next 
budget cycle or Capital Improvement Plan. 

Additionally, Park District staff should review the 
information in this report to make improvements 
to the infrastructure and maintenance of parks 
receiving comments and scores at 80 or below. A 
more specific list of recommendations based on 
park evaluation results is included later in the report. 
It should be noted that maintaining all parks at the 
“A” level may require significant capital investments 
(the park receiving the highest score was also the 
park that was most recently renovated) and on-going 
maintenance to bring them up to and keep them at 
this level. 



2020 Park Report Card  10

PLAYGROUNDS & 
SPLASHPADS

 
The playgrounds and splashpads overall  
score increased to 89.55% in 2020 from 87.50% in 
2017. The scores were led by the newly replaced 
playgrounds at Hessel Park and West Side Park,  
and newly developed sites at Commissioners Park 
and Henry Michael Park. The splashpad at Hessel 
Park was also replaced and received excellent  
scores from study participants. Reviewers noted 
aging equipment at several parks and suggested 
prioritizing the replacement of playgrounds at  
those sites. 

 

Playgrounds are signature amenities of  
most parks, and splashpads have rapidly  
become an important part of children’s weekly  
summer activities. In order to maintain excellence  
in these offerings, reviewers observed all playgrounds and 
splashpads in a park, as well as any accompanying fencing, 
seating, lighting, landscaping, and other play equipment.

B+
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The district-wide athletic fields and courts’ 
comprehensive score slightly declined 
from 2017 to 2020. Its overall rating stayed 
relatively the same when comparing 
2017’s score of 87.50% to 2020’s score 
of 87.10%. In the last three years, a 
number of tennis and basketball courts 
were refurbished, which aided in the Park 
District maintaining its B+ average for these 
amenities. Reviewers’ commentaries noted 
the need to repair several nets throughout 
the district, but they found the turf and court 
surfaces in good condition. In the 2017 
Park Scorecard Report, study participants 
recommended improving or removing 
horseshoe pits across the Park District and 
this recommendation remains a priority for 
2020 study participants. The expansion of 
disc golf and stand-alone pickleball courts 
were also prioritized by reviewers.

B+B+
Recreational and competitive sport are  
cornerstones of youth development, physical  
health, tourism, and fun in Champaign. These  
benefits would not be possible without the Park  
District’s attractive and high-quality fields and courts.  
Therefore, a comprehensive score for the following amenities 
classified in the outdoor athletic fields and courts category is 
important for maintaining longitudinal standards. This category 
includes baseball fields, basketball courts, bocce courts, a disc golf 
course, a football field, horseshoe pits, outdoor fitness stations, 
pickleball courts, soccer fields, sled hills, softball fields, tennis courts, 
and volleyball courts.  

ATHLETIC FIELDS 
& COURTS
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A-PATHWAYS & 
SIDEWALKS

Pathways and sidewalks received an almost identical overall score 
in both studies - 89.40% in 2020 and 90.33% in 2017. In-between 
studies, connective trails completed loops and joined amenities in 
several parks, such as Garden Hills, Noel, and Zahnd. In the 2020 
study, reviewers requested continued emphasis on the priority 
of trail and amenity connectivity in several parks with pathways 
throughout the District. Study participants also found the surface 
condition of trails and sidewalks to be in very good condition with the 
exception of weedy and cracked sidewalks surrounding Washington, 
McCollum, and Meadows Square Parks. Additionally, a report card 
study of the Park District’s 30+ miles of trails and pathways may 
be warranted in the future, due to some pathways and properties 
existing outside of this study’s park locations. 

Pathways ranked as the top recreational priority  
for residents in a recent Champaign Park District  
community survey. The Park District responded to  
this need by adding miles of connective and looping  
pathways throughout the community. For this study, reviewers 
observed all walking and bicycle pathways and sidewalk  
conditions in and immediately around a park, as well as 
connectivity, adjacent fencing, seating, lighting, and landscaping.



2020 Park Report Card  132020 Park Report Card  12

The passive green spaces overall score decreased 
slightly with an 88.00% from 91.71% in 2017. The 
slight decrease might be influenced by the flower bed 
ratings. Many flower beds were not planted because 
of reduced staffing due to the pandemic. A majority 
of the reviewers still chose to rate many of the flower 
beds on overall condition despite the absence of 
flowers (i.e. weeds present). Many reviewers also 
specialized or focused on specific passive green 
space amenities in their comments, such as trees or 
natural areas. These comments indicate a thorough 
review of each amenity, which may point to more 
critical scoring. 

B+
Research on the benefits of green space has  
been led by the local Landscape and Human Health  
Laboratory at the University of Illinois. Its findings  
support the notion that green spaces help communities  
flourish by offering public, natural features such as trees,  
grasses, and flowers that can have an impact on well-being,  
crime, attention, self-control, and learning (http://lhhl.illinoisedu/,  
2020). These critical benefits are realized throughout the Champaign  
Park District’s sixty-two (62) park locations. All passive green spaces  
were graded on the qualities of trees, lawns, gardens, natural areas, and  
landscaping, including accompanying fencing, lighting, and flower beds.

PASSIVE GREEN 
SPACES
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The comprehensive score for seating areas was 88.65%. This 2020 
rating was slightly lower than the 2017 score of 90.84%. In general, the 
pavilions and shelters received excellent scores with a few exceptions, 
such as Rotary Shelter at Centennial Park. However, this rating was prior 
to roof replacement in the fall of 2020. Additionally, reviewers in 2017 and 
2020 both agreed that the Douglass Park Amphitheatre needed updates 
and better seating, which will be addressed in the Capital Improvement 
Plan for FY20-21. 

B+SEATING AREAS
Designated sitting areas such as pavilions,  
benches, bleachers, picnic tables, shelters, and 
amphitheaters extend the length of time visitors  
spend enjoying a park. Proper placement, cleanliness, 
integrity, and accessibility of sitting areas enhance the park 
experience for all users. Reviewers surveyed these elements 
as well as lighting, landscaping, and other equipment.
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DRINKING 
FOUNTAINS
Due to pandemic recommendations from the  
Champaign-Urbana Public Health Department,  
all drinking fountains in the parks remained  
closed for 2020.

A number of the 2020 Park Scorecard participants rated the drinking 
fountains on appearance and other items. However, due to the inability to 
test the drinking fountain’s functional purpose, many reviewers chose to 
forgo scoring these amenities. This inconsistency in scoring did not produce 
a valid overall score and therefore, the drinking fountains remain unrated for 
the 2020 Park Scorecard. 

N/A

RESTROOMS
Due to pandemic recommendations from the Champaign-Urbana Public 
Health Department, all public restrooms in the parks remained closed for 2020. 
Several parks did have porta-potties available for use, but the inconsistency of 
scoring for the portable toilets did not allow for a comprehensive score. 

The 2020 study participants rated the restrooms strictly on outward appearance and combined 
this category’s score with their ratings of available portable toilets. Unfortunately, this changed the 
variables between 2017 and 2020 for this category and did not allow this study to compare its overall 
score with the previous study’s overall score. 
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Access to parking can be a factor in park use and  
park classification. Neighborhood parks typically do  
not have parking lots and are sometimes exclusively  
used by those within walking distance. Community parks  
can be fewer in number, but greater in size and amenities.  
The draw of a community park’s unique features correlates with  
the need for on-site parking. As an important part of the Champaign  
Park District’s park system, study participants reviewed the District’s  
parking lots, roadways, and its accompanying equipment, fencing,  
lighting, bollards, and landscaping to benchmark these enhancements. 

B
PARKING LOTS & 
ROADWAYS

The parking lots and roadways score declined in the last three years from 89.02% 
in 2017 to 84.03% in 2020. Many of the parking lots received an excellent rating. 
The surface was noted to be very good and adequate size for many parks. However, 
reviewers were most critical of surface of Parkland Way, and suggested upgrades to the 
parking lots at Heritage Park, the horseshoe pit / bocce court parking lot at Centennial 
Park, and the Champaign Bark District.    
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CENTENNIAL PARK
Classification: Community Park, Flagship Park
• Address: 2200 W. Kirby Avenue 
• Acreage: 70

AMENITIES: Rotary Pavilion, Sled Hill, Outdoor  
Tennis Center, Ballfields, Playground, Sports Fields

Centennial Park is a hub of recreational activity in every season. 
It is home to Leonhard Recreation Center, Sholem Aquatic Center,  
Champaign-Urbana Special Recreation, Prairie Farm, several ballfields,  
a soccer field, large pavilion, playground, and sledding hill. 

For the 2020 Park Scorecard Study, Centennial Park received an overall score  
of 84.20%, which was slightly lower than its 2017 rating (87.44%). Reviewers were  
most critical of the bocce courts and horseshoe pits in their scoring and comments.

CENTENNIAL 2017 2020

DRINKING FOUNTAINS
Prairie Farm 92.60 N/A
Soccer Field 91.14 N/A
Rotary Shelter 85.57 N/A
Lindsay Tennis 
Center (2) 92.14 N/A
Dexter Field 89.57 N/A
Seaman Field 88.57 N/A

RESTROOMS  
South Baseball 
Fields 72.50 N/A
Dexter Field 72.50 N/A

PARKING LOTS
South Baseball 
Fields 85.00 79.00
Bocce Court/
Horseshoe Pits 77.14 74.71
Sholem East 90.57 90.00
Sholem North 86.43 88.00
Leonhard 
Recreation 
Center 94.29 90.71
Dexter Field 85.57 81.00
Bresnan Meeting 
Center 92.14 86.57
Prairie Farm 100.00 N/A
Sholem Staff 80.00 N/A

B

CENTENNIAL 2017 2020
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
South Baseball 
Fields (3) 86.00 81.57
Horseshoe Pits 81.43 60.43
Bocce Courts 83.43 71.57
Sled Hill 86.00 88.29
Soccer Field 84.29 89.14
Lindsay Tennis 
Center 95.33 83.86
Dexter Softball Field 91.86 91.14
Seaman Field 79.14 76.43
Lacrosse Field 88.29 N/A
PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
Playgrounds 95.29 89.14

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 83.14 86.60
Sidewalks 78.14 82.57

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 91.86 88.86
Planting Beds 94.40 87.33
Lindsey Gardens 93.67 81.14
Trees 94.86 88.83

SEATING AREAS
Benches 86.67 87.29
Picnic Tables 89.50 87.00
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AMENITIES:  
2 Tournament-Quality 
Softball Complexes,  
11 Soccer Fields, Greenbelt  
Bikeway Trail, Disc Golf Course,  
Community Gardens, Monument, Sculpture

B+
DODDS PARK 2017 2020
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
3-Plex Softball 93.83 90.50
4-Plex Softball 97.17 92.88
Disc Golf Course 94.17 94.00
Soccer Complex 89.83 90.63
PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
4-Plex Playground 90.90 78.00
PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 92.17 90.63
Sidewalks 90.67 88.86
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 89.17 92.13
Planting Beds 93.60 92.00
Natural Areas 91.00 86.86
Trees 91.67 90.25
SEATING AREAS
Benches 88.00 87.00
Picnic Tables 87.83 86.63
DRINKING FOUNTAINS
3-Plex Softball 90.00 84.00
4-Plex Softball 92.50 90.00
Soccer Complex 92.50 88.75
RESTROOMS
3-Plex Softball 73.00 78.13
4-Plex Softball 93.60 88.86
Soccer Complex 92.40 89.63
PARKING LOTS / ROADWAYS
3-Plex Softball 93.83 88.75
4-Plex Softball 95.67 90.63
Soccer Complex 92.50 89.83
Worker’s Memorial 
Parking 89.17 87.50
Parkland Way Road N/A 65.00
SIGNAGE
Primary Signs N/A 90.38
Secondary Signs N/A 87.33

DODDS PARK
Classification: Community Park, Flagship Park
• Address: 1501 N. Mattis Avenue 
• Acreage: 104 

 
Dodds Park is a regional destination for a variety of 
individual and team sports as well as contemplative 
recreational opportunities. Overall, Dodds Park received 
a very good score of 88.22%, which was very close 
to its grade in 2017 (91.25%). Study participants 
commented on the need to fix Parkland Way. Several 
reviewers also suggested field lighting upgrades to LED, 
upgrades to ballfield fencing, and restroom renovations. 
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DOUGLASS PARK
Classification: Community Park, Flagship Park

• Address: 501 E. Eureka Street
• Acreage: 15.5 

DOUGLASS PARK 2017 2020
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND 
COURTS
Softball Field 92.14 77.14
Baseball Field 88.86 75.86
Basketball Courts 92.14 84.43
Horse Shoe Pits 84.29 72.17
Sled Hill 90.29 87.57
Exercise Equipment (3) 97.86 89.14
PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
Playground 98.57 88.00
Splash Pad 98.57 89.50
PATHS AND 
SIDEWALKS  
Internal Paths 98.57 94.00
Sidewalks 90.00 89.29
PASSIVE GREEN 
SPACES  
Lawn 90.00 86.33
Planting Beds 90.83 82.60
Trees 93.57 85.20
SEATING AREAS  
Benches 95.71 89.43
Picnic Tables 85.83 88.29
Pavilion 95.71 88.33
Amphitheatre 71.80 78.57
DRINKING FOUNTAINS  
Softball Field 91.43 87.50
Basketball Court 93.57 90.00
PARKING LOTS  
West Parking Lot 89.86 85.00
Annex Parking Circle 88.57 87.00
SIGNAGE
Primary Signs N/A 89.14
Secondary Signs N/A 84.33

B
AMENITIES: Pavilion, Grill, Playground, Splashpad,  
2 Basketball Courts, 2 Baseball Fields, Fitness Trail, 
Horseshoe Pit, Sculpture

At nearly 90 years old,  
Douglass Park is an anchor  
of the community. It is home  
to a community center, library,  
senior center, well-known and well- 
attended special events, and a myriad of 
recreational activities. 

Douglass Park received a comprehensive score 
of 86.02%, which was similar to its overall rating in 
2017 (91.65%). Reviewers commented on the need 
to upgrade the amphitheater, remove several trees, 
and complete infield maintenance at the ballfields. 
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B
HESSEL PARK 2017 2020
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Tennis Courts (Inc. Pickle 
Ball) 85.43 91.71
Volleyball Courts 88.57 85.00
Ballfield Backstop 87.14 85.43
PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
Playground 73.67 90.57
Splash Pad 69.17 90.29
PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 97.57 96.00
Sidewalks 84.71 91.14
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 89.14 88.57
Planting Beds 94.86 92.71
Trees 94.14 91.71
SEATING AREAS
Benches 92.86 90.29
Picnic Tables 90.83 87.00
Small Picnic Shelters (4) 90.43 87.86
Mark Foutch Pavilion 93.57 83.57
DRINKING FOUNTAINS
North Fountain 94.57 85.00
West Fountain 91.57 83.75
South East Fountain 91.86 83.75
RESTROOMS
Restrooms 73.57 93.33
PARKING LOTS
North Parking Circle 85.43 83.71
West Edge Parking 90.00 82.43
East Edge Parking 89.29 82.00
SIGNAGE
Primary Signage N/A 90.57
Secondary Signage N/A 82.17

Hessel Park is one of the  
Champaign Park District’s  
oldest and most loved park sites.  
A wide variety of tall trees accent  
and shade diverse recreation opportunities 
throughout the park. Recent upgrades to the 
playground, restrooms, and splashpad has increased 
use, especially during the pandemic closures of the 
public aquatic centers. 

Hessel Park received an 85.51% for its 2020 
Park Scorecard Study comprehensive grade. This 
overall rating was slightly below its score in 2017 
(88.30%). Reviewers suggested ADA parking pads 
at trailheads, new trash receptacle solutions at 
pavilions, and line maintenance at the volleyball 
court.

HESSEL PARK
Classification: Community Park, Flagship Park
• Address: 1400 Grandview Drive 
• Acreage: 22.2 

AMENITIES: Splashpad, Playground, Pavilion,  
4 Picnic Shelters, Pathways, Sculpture, Arboretum
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WEST SIDE PARK
Classification: Community Park, Flagship Park
• Address: 400 W. University Avenue 
• Acreage: 13.9 Acres

AMENITIES: Playground, Sculptures, Pathways, 
Iconic Fountain

A-

WESTSIDE PARK 2017 2020
PLAYGROUNDS/
SPLASHPADS
Playground 80.00 97.57
Swing Set 87.86 89.29
PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 88.14 88.00
Sidewalks 85.67 86.71
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 91.14 90.43
Planting Beds 92.86 88.33
Trees 95.00 89.00
SEATING AREAS
Benches 90.57 86.00
Picnic Tables 84.00 86.17
DRINKING FOUNTAINS
North East Fountain 86.40 88.75
South West 
Fountain 82.50 88.75
SIGNAGE
Primary Signage N/A 91.43
Secondary Signage N/A 88.67

This park is steeped in Champaign’s history; acting as a stage for  
our country’s most famous politicians, such as Teddy Roosevelt and  
Abraham Lincoln. It’s emblematic 100-year-old sculpture and fountain,  
“Prayer for Rain,” is a magnetic focal point for the park and its pathways.  
Additionally, West Side Park is home to some of Champaign’s premiere outdoor  
community-wide special events.  

West Side Park’s overall score increased to 90.06% in 2020 from 88.07% in 2017, which  
appears to be correlated with the installation of a new playground. Reviewers suggested the repair  
of several benches, weeding by the sculptures, and maintenance to the bandstand and pathways.
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BEARDSLEY PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park
• Address: 1006 N. Walnut Street 
• Acreage: 2.4 Acres

AMENITIES: Basketball Court, Playground

At nearly 150 years old, Beardsley Park is Champaign’s second  
oldest park. Tucked away on the north side of the city, Beardsley is  
unknown to most of the community, but remains a focal point of its  
neighborhood. 

Beardsley Park’s overall rating of 88.6% (B+) for the 2020 study was slightly lower 
than 2017’s score of 90.03% or an A-. Reviewer’s notes focused on litter; a common 
concern due to pandemic-related increases in park visitation.

B+

BEARDSLEY PARK 2017 2020
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Basketball Court 100.00 93.45
Backstop 93.33 89.09

PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
Playground 80.67 91.73
Primary Signage N/A 87.20
Secondary Signage N/A 90.00

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 87.33 88.91
Sidewalks 85.67 85.20

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 89.44 88.45
Planting Beds 93.33 N/A
Trees 91.67 91.09

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 90.67 86.71
Picnic Tables 82.50 89.27

DRINKING FOUNTAINS
Fountain 86.67 N/A
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BIAN PARK
Classification: Open Space
• Address: 3401 W. Kirby Avenue 
• Acreage: 4.3 

AMENITIES: Soccer Goal

Bian Park is a large green space with several mature trees and  
a steeply-walled drainage ditch running the length of the north side  
of the park. It is almost exclusively accessible to only pedestrian or  
bicycle traffic from its surrounding neighborhood. 

Overall, Bian Park received a good score with an 89.77% rating (B+).  
Its score improved from 2017’s rating of 81.00%. The addition of a soccer goal  
and improved signage could account for the higher overall rating in 2020.  
Commentary included appreciation for the green space and interest in a master plan for this park.

B+

BIAN PARK 2017 2020

ATHLETIC FIELDS
Soccer Goal N/A 93.13

PASSIVE SPACES

Lawn 93.33 93.75
Trees 93.33 93.33

SIGNAGE

Primary Signage 74.67 90.63
Secondary Signs N/A 91.00
SEATING 

Picnic Tables 74.67 79.44
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CHAMPAIGN BARK 
DISTRICT
Classification: Special Use
• Address: 5001 W. Windsor Avenue 
• Acreage: 7.0

AMENITIES: Fenced for dogs to run off-leash, 
Membership required

The Champaign Bark District is the product of a number of unique  
intergovernmental partnerships. The property is leased from the Urbana- 
Champaign Sanitary District, and members have access to both Champaign  
and Urbana’s dog parks. Membership in 2020 grew exponentially due to the  
pandemic and the introduction of a new key FOB entry system, which has mitigated  
nuisance dog issues the park.

The Champaign Bark District (Dog Park) received a lower grade at 83.86% when compared with 2017’s grade 
(94.43%). More than half of the respondents did not observe or grade paths or sidewalks, which may have 
lowered the overall score. 

The study participants noted high use patterns for this park and suggested paving the parking area.

CHAMPAIGN BARK 
DISTRICT 2017 2020

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 100.00 N/A
Sidewalks 99.33 N/A

SIGNAGE
Signs 92.25 65.00

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES 
Lawn 94.75 89.29
Trees 92.50 87.63

SEATING AREAS
Benches 92.25 89.17
Picnic Tables 92.25 88.33

DRINKING FOUNTAINS 
Fountain 97.50 N/A

B
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CLARK PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park
• Address: 900 S. McKinley Avenue 
• Acreage: 4.0 

AMENITIES: Playground, Basketball Court, 
Tennis Courts

Clark Park is one of the most beloved neighborhood parks in the  
Champaign Park District system, due in part to strong support from its  
neighborhood association. It includes a combination of active and passive  
recreation opportunities. The mature trees offer ample shade; the gardens  
and fountain provide contemplative coves; and the variety of courts and play  
structures present many opportunities for sport or fun. With variety comes the need  
for higher financial investment and study participants noted that a number of its  
amenities may need upgrades due to age. However,  
dedicated neighbors may support various projects with their  
time and money. Clark Park’s overall grade for 2020 (87.00%)  
was improved when compared to 2017 (86.52%). 

B+

B+

CLARK PARK 2017 2020
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Tennis Courts 94.67 90.86
Basketball Court 83.33 87.43
Ga-ga Ball Pit 79.67 86.00
Backstop 90.00 N/A

PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
Playground 86.67 85.00

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 90.00 85.00
Sidewalks 90.00 88.75

SIGNAGE
Primary Signage 93.33 93.86
Secondary Signage N/A 88.80

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 91.33 91.38
Planting Beds 95.00 N/A
Trees 89.67 93.38
Rock Garden 80.00 91.88
Fraker Fountain 84.67 86.88
Rain Garden 93.33 81.86

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 91.67 89.71
Picnic Tables 85.00 92.29

DRINKING FOUNTAINS
Fountain 56.67 N/A
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COMMISSIONERS  
PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park
• Address: 902 Glen Abbey Drive 
• Acreage: 20

AMENITIES: Playground, Basketball Court

Commissioners Park was a recent addition to the Park District in 2019.  
The new development offers open space, a half court basketball court, play- 
ground with sand play, a small shelter, and soccer field. The park received a combined 
score of 87.07 or B+.  

B+

COMMISSIONERS 
PARK 2017 2020
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Soccer Field N/A 86.43
Basketball Court N/A 93.29

PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
Playground N/A 94.00

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths N/A 96.86
Sidewalks N/A 96.33

SIGNAGE
Primary Signage N/A 90.43
Secondary Signage N/A 87.86

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn N/A 84.71
Trees N/A 88.57
Shelter N/A 93.38

SEATING AREAS  
Benches N/A 95.43
Picnic Tables N/A 91.86
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DAVIDSON PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park
• Address: 1108 W. Church Street 
• Acreage: 1.3

AMENITIES: Playground

A model for all Champaign Park District neighborhood parks,  
Davidson Park was aptly described by study participants as a  
“beautiful and worthwhile public space, and a great park that is  
well-cared for (by the park district and neighborhood).” Davidson is 
known for its off-the-beaten path playground, towering trees, and neighbor- 
hood gatherings. 

The park scored slightly lower in 2020 with a very good score of 89.97% (A-) when  
compared to 2017’s overall grade of 96.24% or an A+. The lower score may be  
attributed to the addition of “secondary signage” as a category and the park receiving a lower than average 
score in this area. 

A-

DAVIDSON PARK 2017 2020

PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
Playground 93.25 89.33

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 90.00 92.86
Sidewalks 93.33 92.14

SIGNAGE
Primary Signage 100.00 92.78
Secondary Signage N/A 79.88

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 100.00 90.00
Planting Beds 97.25 N/A
Trees 100.00 92.89

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 97.50 89.78
Picnic Tables 91.00 90.67
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EISNER PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park
• Address: 1301 W. Church Street 
• Acreage: 4.9

AMENITIES: Fully-Accessible Playground,  
Basketball and Tennis Courts, Hays Recreation Center

Eisner Park includes many unique “active recreation” features  
including a fully-accessible playground, a highly-used basketball court,  
Hays Recreation Center, a shuffleboard court, and turf tennis courts.  
It is also home to a baseball field and batting cage for the local Little League. 

Eisner Park received a good score of 87.75% which was slightly lower than the  
2017 comprehensive score of 91.57%. The parking lot received a one-and-a-half  
letter downgrade when compared to the 2017 study, which may account for the slight  
decline in the park’s overall score. Study participants commented on the need to connect amenities and 
existing pathways with new trail.

B+

EISNER PARK 2017 2020

ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Basketball Court 96.00 93.33
Baseball Field 85.75 90.22
Shuffleboard Court 73.25 87.78
Tennis Court 93.75 86.00

PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
Playground 100.00 95.44

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 94.00 87.00
Sidewalks 86.25 80.89

SIGNAGE
Primary Signs 96.33 92.13
Secondary Signs N/A 91.63

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 93.50 87.56
Planting Beds 98.75 84.63
Trees 98.75 89.13

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 85.75 88.00
Picnic Tables 92.50 88.50

DRINKING FOUNTAINS
Fountain 89.67 88.57

PARKING LOT  
Hays Center 90.00 74.11
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EISNER PARK 2017 2020

ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Basketball Court 96.00 93.33
Baseball Field 85.75 90.22
Shuffleboard Court 73.25 87.78
Tennis Court 93.75 86.00

PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
Playground 100.00 95.44

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 94.00 87.00
Sidewalks 86.25 80.89

SIGNAGE
Primary Signs 96.33 92.13
Secondary Signs N/A 91.63

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 93.50 87.56
Planting Beds 98.75 84.63
Trees 98.75 89.13

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 85.75 88.00
Picnic Tables 92.50 88.50

DRINKING FOUNTAINS
Fountain 89.67 88.57

PARKING LOT  
Hays Center 90.00 74.11

FIREFIGHTER’S PARK
Classification: Mini-Park
• Address: 305 S. Randolph Street 
• Acreage: 0.25 

Firefighter’s Park is a small, hidden oasis in downtown  
Champaign. This passive recreation space could be classified  
as a mini-park, parklette, pocket park, or vesty park. The Park  
includes flower islands, paths, and benches. It received a slightly  
lower comprehensive rating (87.67%) when compared to its overall score  
in 2020 (92.68%). Reviewers noted that Park District should consider  
replacing the park’s benches, which impacted the overall score. Other study  
participants observed that the cobblestone pathways (though unique) would be  
harder for wheelchair-users to navigate.

B+

FIREFIGHTER’S 
PARK

2017 2020

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 90.00 89.00
Sidewalks 92.25 88.57
Signs 87.25 91.43

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 94.50 85.14
Planting Beds 97.50 87.38
Trees 94.75 90.17

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 92.50 79.33
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B+
GARDEN HILLS PARK
Classification: School Park
• Address: 1701 Bloomington Road 
• Acreage: 4.5

AMENITIES: Playground, Pathways, Soccer  
Field, Ballfield

Garden Hills Park is a highly visible park near two arterial roads on  
the north side of Champaign. Recent improvements include the  
“Born Learning Trail,” a looping trail connection, and playground upgrades. 

Garden Hills Park maintained its overall grade of B+ from 2017 (88.69%) to  
2020 (89.84%). This park has new internal paths that are popular. Ballfield weeds  
and playground litter were noted by reviewers in the 2017 and 2020 studies. 2020  
study participants also noted poured-in-place playground surfacing issues and missing  
playground equipment pieces.

GARDEN HILLS PARK 2017 2020
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Soccer Goals 84.67 91.50
Ballfield 72.00 79.83

PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
Playground 90.00 87.67

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS  
Internal Paths 100.00 96.60
Sidewalks 95.00 91.00
Signs 93.33 90.83

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES  
Lawn 78.00 91.67
Planting Beds 91.67 N/A
Trees 93.00 93.50

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 95.00 91.67
Picnic Tables 86.67 87.17

DRINKING FOUNTAINS  
Fountain 93.33 N/A
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A
GLENN PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park & 
Special Use
• Address: 400 N. Mattis Avenue 
• Acreage: 2.4

AMENITIES: Shelter, Playground, Paths, Basketball  
Court, Waterfall, Pond, Natural Area

Despite being almost 100 years old, Glenn Park still shines as a crown  
jewel of the Champaign Parks system due to recent investments from the  
Park District and City of Champaign. The park includes the perfect combination  
of natural areas and play spaces for quiet contemplation and meditation; family  
gatherings and picnics; and physical activity such as walking, basketball, and  
playground fun. 

Glenn Park’s 2020 score of 93.59% was almost identical to 2017’s grade of 93.95%. Raters commented 
on the need for flower beds around the park signs, tree maintenance, more frequent garbage pick-up, and 
basketball hoop net repair. 

GLENN PARK 2017 2020
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Basketball Court 96.67 92.80
PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
Playground 100.00 94.63

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 93.00 97.25
Sidewalks 90.00 95.25
Signs 94.75 92.86
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 94.75 90.88
Planting Beds 94.75 91.43
Trees 92.25 93.63
SEATING AREAS
Benches 93.33 93.75
Picnic Tables 92.25 93.5

PARKING LOTS  
Playground 
Parking 88.50 93.13
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HALLBECK PARK
Classification: Open Space
• Address: 2748 S. Duncan Road 
• Acreage: 6.1 

AMENITIES: Shelter, Rain Garden, Path

Hallbeck Park is one of the Champaign Park District’s largest  
stand-alone open space areas. This linear green space includes a  
small shelter and pathway with visibly rolling topography. Hallbeck  
Park received a solid score of 85.42% in 2020. This score was slightly  
lower than 2017’s rating (91.48%). A majority of the reviewers saw potential  
in this undeveloped space, including the addition of trees, natural areas, and a  
looping path.

B

HALLBECK PARK 2017 2020

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 96.00 80.89
Sidewalks 93.33 84.50
Signs 67.33 88.30

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 90.00 88.64
Rain Garden N/A 82.00
Trees 81.67 88.50

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 95.00 87.33
Picnic Tables 90.00 75.86
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HAZEL PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park
• Address: 1209 N. Neil Street 
• Acreage: 5.0

AMENITIES: Playground, Basketball Court,  
Pathways

Hazel Park is an unmistakable landmark resting between two of  
Champaign’s busiest streets. Despite the surrounding traffic, Hazel  
is a quiet neighborhood park that includes several marquee amenities,  
such as a full court basketball court, playground, sculpture, and a  
distinguished entrance sign. 

Overall, Hazel Park’s score improved. Reviewers from the 2020 study gave  
Hazel Park an 88.21%, which is higher than 2017’s score of 86.29%. Study participants  
recommended upgrades to the park benches and improved trail/neighborhood connectivity.

B+

HAZEL PARK 2017 2020
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Basketball Court 79.33 92.57
Backstop 93.00 89.67
Soccer Goals 86.00 87.57
PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
Playground 95.00 90.00

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 95.00 83.00
Sidewalks 81.00 85.43
Signs 93.50 94.57

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 88.50 89.43
Planting Beds 84.75 88.57
Trees 87.25 90.00

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 77.00 82.14
Picnic Tables 79.67 85.00

DRINKING FOUNTAINS
Fountain 91.00 87.50



2020 Park Report Card  34

HENRY MICHAEL  
PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park
• Address: 3802 Freedom Boulevard 
• Acreage: 2.3

AMENITIES: Playground, Half-Court Basketball

Henry Michael Park is one of Champaign Park District’s newest additions  
that is centrally located within one of the city’s newest neighborhoods.  
The park is home to a colorful playground that stands as a beacon of vibrancy  
and potential for the future of this space. 

Henry Michael Park received a very good score of 91.50%. Several reviewers  
suggested adding trees and native plants to the landscaping of this park.

A-

HENRY MICHAEL  PARK 2017 2020
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Basketball Court N/A 94.29
PLAYGROUNDS & SPLASHPADS
Playground N/A 94.00
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Trees N/A 85.43
Lawn N/A 82.29

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 92.25 87.00
Picnic Tables 95.00 87.88

PARKING LOTS  
Parking Lot 78.25 65.56
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HERITAGE PARK
Classification: Community Park, Greenway
• Address: 2101 W. Bradley Avenue 
• Acreage: 41.6 

AMENITIES: Pond, Looping Interior Path,  
Bicycle Thru-Way

Nestled between Dodds Park and Kaufman Lake, Heritage Park ties  
together one of the largest green space corridors within either Champaign or  
Urbana. Passive recreation dominates this landscape, which is largely covered  
by a pond that is wrapped in trail. A partnership with the City of Champaign to  
stabilize the pond’s shoreline was recently concluded in 2020. 

Heritage Park received a very good score of 85.60% with a previous comprehensive  
rating of 91.24%. This park underwent serious renovation in the last three years and a large portion of the 
shoreline will take a number of years for the native aquatic plants to take hold. Respondents focused on 
similar issues when compared to the 2017 study, including needing bollards replaced and paving the lot.  
Study participants also recommended general maintenance upgrades to the lawn, trees, picnic tables, and 
benches. A naturalist study might be warranted in the space to highlight and promote wildlife viewing and 
environmental education. 

B

HERITAGE PARK 2017 2020

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 93.75 91.56
Sidewalks 93.75 90.00
Signs 91.25 89.11

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 93.25 82.78
Planting Beds 94.75 N/A
Trees 94.75 88.89
Natural Areas 87.00 89.13

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 92.25 87.00
Picnic Tables 95.00 87.88

PARKING LOTS  
Parking Lot 78.25 65.56
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JOHNSTON PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park
• Address: 701 Goldenview Drive 
• Acreage: 15.1

AMENITIES: Playground, Pathways

Originally formed in 1982, Johnston Park tripled in size through  
a generous donation ten years later. Older generations recall youth  
using the expansive field for daily pick-up football games. Today the  
large green space offers enjoyable and safe pathways for its neighbors.  
Johnston Park appropriately functions within its “neighborhood” classification;  
however, its size and reach could warrant more attention. 

Overall Johnston Park received a very good score of 89.88%, which was very close  
to its rating in 2017 (91.91%). Study participants remarked that this park was beautiful,  
ample, and very well maintained. A variety of upgrades were noted by the respondents,  
including disc golf. 

A-

JOHNSTON PARK 2017 2020

ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Soccer Field 84.50 89.78
Ballfield 77.00 84.78

PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
Playground 92.50 85.44
PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 96.25 93.33
Sidewalks 98.33 91.11
Signs 95.00 89.33
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 93.50 93.11
Planting Beds 93.75 N/A
Trees 96.50 90.56

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 95.00 89.89
Picnic Tables 95.00 91.25

DRINKING FOUNTAINS  
Fountain 94.50 92.17
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KAUFMAN LAKE
Classification: Special Use, Lake
• Address: 2702 W. Springfield Avenue 
• Acreage: 29.1 

AMENITIES: Pathways, Accessible Fishing Pier,  
Boathouse, Fire Pit

Local public lakes are an extravagance in central Illinois and  
Kaufman Lake is an enjoyable indulgence for many residents hoping  
to snag a fish, find a nice view for their picnic, take a short paddle, or  
race their remote-controlled boat. The recent addition of a walking trail around  
the lake is also a draw for runners, bikers, and walkers alike.  

Kaufman Lake received a good score of 89.16%, which was almost identical to its  
score in 2017 (89.40%). Graffiti and litter were concerns shared by the reviewers.  
A number of respondents mentioned opportunities to increase the use and visibility of  
the Greenbelt Bikeway connection.

B+

KAUFMAN PARK 2017 2020

ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Accessible Fishing Pier 93.33 92.91
Wooden Fishing Pier 67.50 89.50

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 94.67 89.36
Sidewalks 91.67 90.45

SIGNAGE
Primary Signage 80.00 93.18
Secondary Signage N/A 86.60

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 95.00 85.91
Planting Beds 100.00 89.18
Trees 90.00 88.73

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 81.67 85.55
Picnic Tables 83.33 87.91

DRINKING FOUNTAINS  
Fountain 94.00 90.33

RESTROOMS  
Boathouse 80.00 86.18

PARKING LOTS  
West Parking Lot 96.67 91.00
East Parking Lot 96.67 91.91
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MATTIS PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park, Greenway
• Address: 601 Devonshire Drive 
• Acreage: 22.3 

AMENITIES: Pathways, Picnic Shelters,  
Sculptures, Lake

Mattis Park is the heart of another significant green corridor within  
Champaign. The Boulware Trail flows through Mattis Park past several  
beautifully landscaped detention ponds in the Fox Development Corporate  
Business Park and out to Harlan Moore Park. Mattis Park’s picturesque bridges,  
shelters, sculptures, gardens, and shores are a haven for walkers, bikers, fishers,  
and a variety of birds. The safety of its off-street trail system draws residents from  
nearby neighborhoods that lack sidewalks. 

Mattis Park received a good score of 89.68% from the 2020 study participants. This rating was very close to its 
score in 2017 (94.45%). Raters noted the need for general weeding, overflowing trash receptacles, and geese 
feces as potential concerns. Many respondents described the park as beautiful, peaceful, and well-used. 

A-

MATTIS PARK 2017 2020

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 98.75 91.33
Sidewalks 96.25 89.75

SIGNAGE
Primary Signage 90.00 92.22
Secondary Signage N/A 88.13

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 99.50 90.78
Planting Beds 88.25 89.11
Gardens 91.00 91.67
Trees 97.50 88.13

SEATING AREAS
Benches 95.00 90.89
Picnic Tables 89.50 85.56
Pavilions 98.75 90.89
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MATTIS PARK 2017 2020

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 98.75 91.33
Sidewalks 96.25 89.75

SIGNAGE
Primary Signage 90.00 92.22
Secondary Signage N/A 88.13

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 99.50 90.78
Planting Beds 88.25 89.11
Gardens 91.00 91.67
Trees 97.50 88.13

SEATING AREAS
Benches 95.00 90.89
Picnic Tables 89.50 85.56
Pavilions 98.75 90.89

MAYFAIR PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park
• Address: 1507 Maywood Drive 
• Acreage: 2.1 

AMENITIES: Pathways, Playground

The Mayfair Park District was seemingly lost to history when it  
merged with the Champaign Park District in 1957. However, its legacy  
lives on through Mayfair Park, which has the unique presence of both  
a circulation (Pathways) and destination space (playground) for its neighbors.

Mayfair Park’s comprehensive grade improved to 89.58% in 2020, up from  
86.73% in 2017. Reviewers noted a need for dead tree removal, but were  
otherwise hard-pressed to find issues with “one of the best neighborhood parks in 
the system.”

A-

MAYFAIR PARK 2017 2020
PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
Playground 86.67 89.33

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 90.00 87.00
Sidewalks 86.67 87.00

SIGNAGE
Primary Signage 70.00 91.50
Secondary Signage N/A 90.00

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 91.67 93.33
Trees 90.00 90.83

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 93.33 92.50
Picnic Tables 80.00 90.83

DRINKING FOUNTAINS
Fountain 93.33 90.00
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McCOLLUM PARK
Classification: Open Space
• Address: 1060 S. Neil Street 
• Acreage: 0.9 

AMENITIES: Artisan Flower Beds

McCollum Park consists of a small copse carpeted by whimsical  
flower islands. This space brightens the day for thousands of drivers  
making their way to work or is a warm welcome to thousands of Illini  
sport fans.

McCollum Park dropped one letter grade from 2017 to 2020. Its reduced score  
of 87.68 can be attributed, in part, to an unkempt bordering sidewalk that is not  
maintained by the Park District; reduced plantings, and planting bed maintenance  
needed for the north side of Hosier Memorial Garden at the southern end of the park.

B+

MCCOLLUM PARK 2017 2020

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 88.00 85.00
Sidewalks 93.75 81.67
Signs 95.00 88.67

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 96.25 88.00
Planting Beds 98.75 92.44
Trees 98.75 89.63
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MEADOWS SQUARE 
PARK
Classification: Mini-Park
• Address: 2502 Meadow Square Lane 
• Acreage: 1

AMENITIES: Picnic Tables, Benches

West Champaign is interconnected by a web of Champaign Park District  
trails. Meadows Square Park is a quiet, shady stop with a drinking fountain  
on one of these trails, Robeson Meadows West. 

Meadows Square Park dropped more than 10% in scoring from 2017 (97.33%)  
to 2020 (85.32%). Raters were critical about the undulating sidewalks surrounding  
the park, the rusty and worn benches, the need for dog waste stations, and  
tree maintenance.

|
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MEADOWS SQUARE  
PARK 
Classification: Mini-Park 
 
• Address: 2502 Meadow Square 

Lane 
• Acreage: 1 
• Amenities: Picnic Tables, Benches 

 
West Champaign is interconnected by a web of 
Champaign Park District trails. Meadows 
Square Park is a quiet, shady stop with a 
drinking fountain on one of these trails, 
Robeson Meadows West.  

Meadows Square Park dropped slightly more 
than 10% in scoring from 2017 (97.33%) to 
2020 (85.32%). Raters were critical about the 
undulating sidewalks surrounding the park, the 
rusty and worn benches, the need for dog waste 
stations, and tree maintenance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEADOWS SQUARE 
PARK 2017 2020 
PATHS AND SIDEWALKS  
Internal Paths 96.67 N/A 
Sidewalks 92.50 81.11 
Signs  N/A 92.50 
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES  
Lawn 100.00 89.50 
Planting Beds 100.00 82.14 
Trees 100.00 86.20 
SEATING AREAS    
Benches 89.33 75.00 
Picnic Tables 100.00 88.75 
DRINKING FOUNTAINS  

Fountain 100.00 88.75 

B 
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B+
MILLAGE PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park
• Address: 2802 Cherry Creek Road 
• Acreage: 2.5

AMENITIES: Playground, Small Pavilion

One of two land donations to the Champaign Park system in  
Southwest Champaign from Josepf Hallbeck, Millage Park offers  
valuable open space and a variety of play features.

Millage’s score improved to 87.3% in 2020. Reviewers gave the park an  
overall rating of 83.54% in 2017. The study participants made similar comments  
in both years. They suggested adding bike racks and internal paths and they also  
recommended updating the playground. 

MILLAGE PARK 2017 2020

PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
Playground 84.67 84.29

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 90.00 85.00
Sidewalks 84.50 84.17

SIGNAGE
Primary Signs 78.00 91.71
Secondary Signs N/A 90.00

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 91.33 90.71
Trees 89.67 84.00

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 82.50 90.00
Picnic Tables 76.33 91.00
Pavilion 81.33 87.86

DRINKING FOUNTAINS
Fountain 81.33 87.83
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MORRISSEY PARK
Classification: Neighborhood/Community Park
• Address: 1209 Harrington Drive 
• Acreage: 19.0

AMENITIES: Playground, Sculptures, Pathways,  
Tennis Courts

Morrissey Park is quite possibly the perfect public space due to its  
nice balance of recreation activities for all ages. Its size and offerings  
draw residents from the entire community, but its accessibility and  
connectivity make Morrissey Park a frequent visit for neighbors.   

Overall, Morrissey Park received a very good score at 90.92%, which was very  
similar to its score in 2017 (92.45%). Respondents suggested lighting the tennis  
courts, adding another access point to the playground, restrooms, a dog station on  
the north side of the park, and recycle bins next to every garbage can. 

A-
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MORRISSEY PARK 
Classification: Neighborhood / Community Park 
 
• Address: 1209 Harrington Drive 
• Acreage: 19.0 
• Amenities: Playground, 

Sculptures, Pathways, and 
Tennis Courts 

 
Morrissey Park is quite possibly the perfect 
public space due to its nice balance of 
recreation activities for all ages. Its size and 
offerings draw residents from the entire 
community, but its accessibility and 
connectivity make Morrissey Park a frequent 
visit for neighbors.    

Overall Morrissey Park received a very good 
score at 90.92%, which was very similar to its 
score in 2017 (92.45%). Respondents 
suggested lighting the tennis courts, adding 
another access point to the playground, 
restrooms, a dog station on the north side of 
the park, and recycle bins next to every 
garbage can.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MORRISSEY PARK 2017 2020 
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS 
Soccer Field 87.67 90.30 
Tennis Courts 97.33 96.36 
Ballfield 80.00 80.45 
PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS  
Playground 86.33 91.82 
PATHS AND SIDEWALKS 
Internal Paths 96.33 94.36 
Sidewalks 91.67 93.45 
SIGNAGE   
Primary Signs 93.33 91.00 
Secondary Signs N/A 91.13 
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES 
Lawn 93.33 92.64 
Planting Beds 93.33 81.67 
Trees 99.33 92.80 
SEATING AREAS    
Benches 96.67 93.27 
Picnic Tables 90.00 91.36 
DRINKING FOUNTAINS 
Fountain 91.67 90.67 

A- 
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A-
MULLIKIN PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park
• Address: 2110 Mullikin Drive   
• Acreage: 3.30

AMENITIES: Playground, Basketball Court

Even though Mullikin Park is the smallest member of the  
Southwest Champaign park and trail ecosystem, it serves its  
purpose well, offering a variety of recreation amenities within walking  
distance of a densely populated neighborhood.

Mullikin Park received a very good score of 90.34%, which was slightly  
lower than its 2020 rating (97.72%). The reviewers noted a need for uniform  
signage, connectivity to the pipeline trail, and significant tree base damage from  
mowers or weed trimmers. 

MULLIKIN PARK 2017 2020

ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Basketball Court 100.00 88.20

PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
Playground 98.75 87.80
PATHS AND SIDEWALKS 
Internal Paths 96.67 93.50
Sidewalks 95.00 93.00

SIGNAGE
Primary Signs 100.00 92.60
Secondary Signs N/A 91.40
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES 
Lawn 98.75 87.75
Planting Beds 98.75 85.71
Trees 100.00 88.20

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 97.50 92.20
Picnic Tables 97.50 91.50
Pavilion 97.25 90.00

DRINKING FOUNTAINS  
Fountain 93.00 N/A
Grill 100.00 N/A
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NOEL PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park
• Address: 1110A Sterling Drive 
• Acreage: 10.8 

AMENITIES: Playground, Soccer Field, Pathways

One the largest neighborhood parks in Champaign, Noel Park  
contains an expansive green space necklaced by recently merged  
pathways. Tall trees border park boundaries and recreation spaces to  
transition users from neighborhood to park and amenity to amenity. 

Noel Park received a good score of 88.65%, which increased from 81.08% in  
2017. Reviewers suggested ways to increase the visibility of this park and its  
looping trail to the community through signage, such as “entrance” signage on  
Windsor Road or Galen Avenue or a map highlighting the trail surrounding the park. 

B+

NOEL PARK 2017 2020
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Soccer Field 81.33 88.33
Ballfield 78.00 84.00

PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
Playground 86.33 94.17
PATHS AND SIDEWALKS 
Internal Paths 60.00 90.00
Sidewalks 69.50 90.00
SIGNAGE
Primary Signs 81.33 88.33
Secondary Signs N/A 89.00
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES 
Lawn 80.00 88.00
Trees 92.00 90.83

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 90.00 86.67
Picnic Tables 81.33 89.17
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A-
ROBERT C. PORTER 
FAMILY PARK
Classification: Community Park
• Address: 2310 Rising Road 
• Acreage: 38.2

AMENITIES: Playground, Fishing Docks, Natural Areas,  
Sculpture, Pathways

Porter Park contains many endearing elements; a unique playground and  
play structures, decorative prairie, pathways, tranquil pond, and interpretive  
signage. When combined with the nearby Pipeline Trail and Champaign Bark  
District, Porter Park is a cornerstone in the newest recreation ecosystem in  
Southwest Champaign. 

Overall Robert C. Porter Family Park received a very good score with a 90.91%, which was slightly lower than 
its 2017 rating (95.42%). One reviewer overheard a couple chatting while they were enjoying a sunset walk on 
Porter Park’s extensive internal trails. Looking across the native prairie decked in flowers and bathed in sunset 
light one partner said to the other, “This is my favorite spot in all of Champaign.” Raters also noted the need to 
review amenity accessibility within the park and the median area landscaping in the parking lot. 

PORTER PARK 2017 2020

PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS
Playground 98.75 96.63
PATHS AND SIDEWALKS 
Internal Paths 96.33 95.13

SIGNAGE
Primary Signs 97.50 91.71
Secondary Signs N/A 84.50
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES 
Lawn 92.00 94.00
Planting Beds 87.25 89.00
Native Areas 97.25 97.14
Trees 94.50 95.63

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 95.00 85.00
Picnic Tables 95.00 90.71
Pavilion 100.00 93.29

PARKING LOTS  
Parking Lot 96.25 82.00
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POWELL PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park
• Address: 3212 Clayton Road 
• Acreage: 8.0

AMENITIES: Playground, Pathways, Shelter,  
Basketball Court

Powell Park is a quiet oasis in West Champaign. It’s small  
enough to feel accessible, but large enough to let go of the stressors  
of the day with every step toward the nicely spaced and ample amenities. 

Powell Park’s score (92.23%) was slightly lower than its 2020 rating of  
95.00%. The reviewers noted that the park was well cared for, clean and inviting. 

A-
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POWELL PARK 
Classification: Neighborhood Park 
 
• Address: 3212 Clayton Road 
• Acreage: 8.0 
• Amenities: Playground, Pathways, 

Shelter 
 

Powell Park is a quiet oasis in Northwest 
Champaign. Its small enough to feel accessible, 
but large enough to let go of the stressors of 
the day with every step toward the nicely 
spaced and ample amenities.  

Powell Park’s score (92.23%) was slightly lower 
than its 2020 rating of 95.00%. The reviewers 
noted that the park was well cared for, clean 
and inviting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

POWELL PARK 2017 2020 
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS  
Basketball Court 96.67 91.67 
PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS  
Playground 93.50 93.89 
PATHS AND SIDEWALKS  
Internal Paths 98.75 90.33 
Sidewalks 98.75 91.00 
SIGNAGE   
Primary Signs 92.00 91.00 
Secondary Signs N/A 90.78 
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES  
Lawn 98.75 94.00 
Planting Beds 97.50 N/A 
Trees 98.75 94.78 
SEATING AREAS    
Benches 95.00 93.78 
Picnic Tables 80.75 89.11 
Pavilion N/A 94.13 
DRINKING FOUNTAINS  
Fountain 95.00 93.50 

A- 
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A-
ROBESON PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park, Greenway
• Address: 1984 S. Duncan Road 
• Acreage: 24.1 

AMENITIES: Playground, Pathways

This linear park is a hub of activity for sport, play, and multi-use  
trails. The Phinney Branch Creek bisects the park and serves as  
an attractive “backyard” to many homes near the park and alongside  
the Robeson Trail.

In the 2020 Park Scorecard Study, Robeson Park received an 89.89%, which  
was almost identical to its score in 2017 (90.00%). The raters noted the need for  
playground updates, greater access to picnic tables, and updated signage and  
wayfinding for the Roby Trail. One respondent stated, “The neighborhood is lucky to  
have this park!”

ROBESON PARK 2017 2020

ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Soccer Field 96.67 92.86
PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS 
Playground 83.33 83.13

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS  
Internal Paths 85.00 89.86
Sidewalks 92.50 87.14

SIGNAGE
Primary Signs 88.33 91.71
Secondary Signs N/A 81.25

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES  
Lawn 95.00 91.43
Planting Beds 90.00 89.00
Trees 91.67 92.29

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 88.33 89.57
Picnic Tables 86.67 89.50

DRINKING FOUNTAINS  
Fountain 91.67 92.50
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ROBESON MEADOWS  
WEST PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park
• Address: 2865 S. Duncan Road 
• Acreage: 2.0 

AMENITIES: Playground

Drivers who enter the Robeson Meadows West neighborhood from  
Duncan Road are ceremonially greeted by this park space complete with  
decorative entrance signage and formal garden. 

Robeson Meadows West Park received a very similar rating (89.21%) in 2020  
compared to the 2017 study results (90.75%). Reviewers observed a need for tree  
trimming near the entrance garden and an additional Park District “entrance” sign. 

B+

ROBESON MEADOWS 
WEST PARK 2017 2020
PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS 
Playground 89.25 86.67

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS  
Sidewalks 90.00 90.63

SIGNAGE
Primary Signs  N/A 92.78
Secondary Signs N/A 91.71
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 96.25 89.44
Planting Beds 91.25 81.83
Trees 96.25 84.89

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 87.50 91.56
Picnic Tables 88.75 91.11

DRINKING FOUNTAINS  
Fountain 82.50 90.00
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ROBESON MEADOWS  
WEST DETENTION
Classification: Open Space, Pathway
• Address: 3401 W. Windsor Road 
• Acreage: 19.5

AMENITIES: Pathways

This large green space serves as a buffer to Interstate 57 for the neighbor- 
hood on its east side. One of the longest pathways in the trail system winds  
through the park and connects with a neighborhood trail on the north and south  
ends of the green space.

Robeson Meadows West Detention received an average score of B – (79.53%),  
which dropped one letter grade when compared to 2017’s (93.76%) rating or an A-. Reviewers were critical 
of the lack of signage, access, and trailside benches. Overall, the study participants saw potential in this 
space through minor developments such as disc golf, dog stations, and increased emphasis on natural area 
development. 

ROBESON 
MEADOWS WEST 
DETENTION 2017 2020
PATHS AND SIDEWALKS 

Internal Paths 90.00 87.88

Signs 90.00 33.00
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES 

Lawn 95.00 85.89

Native Areas N/A 81.25

Trees 95.00 89.22

B-
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A-
SCOTT PARK
Classification: Neighborhood/Community Park
• Address: 207 E. Springfield Avenue 
• Acreage: 3.9 

AMENITIES: Pathways, Playground Natural Area,  
Basketball Court

Located in the heart of the University of Illinois Campus, Scott Park  
is a popular destination for students and community members. Recent  
high-rise developments, coupled with elegant landscape design gives this  
park a distinctly urban feel. Recent water detention renovations by the City  
of Champaign combined with restoration efforts in Scott Park have led a to  
renaissance of the Midtown region. 

2020 reviewers of Scott Park gave it an overall grade of 90.22%, which was very close  
to its score in 2017 (92.90%). Reviewers suggested increasing the visibility of park sculpture, repainting the 
basketball court lines, and litter/ trash removal. Study participants appreciated the number of amenities in 
in the park’s dense area, the instructive rain garden, and wide pathways.

SCOTT PARK 2017 2020

ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Basketball Court 95.00 85.45

PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASHPADS  
Playground 88.33 91.70

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS  
Internal Paths 95.67 92.73
Sidewalks 94.00 93.18

SIGNAGE
Primary Signs 92.33 91.18
Secondary Signs N/A 89.30

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES  
Lawn 92.33 89.64
Planting Beds 88.33 84.50
Natural Areas 97.33 88.45
Trees 86.67 88.64

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 94.00 92.73
Picnic Tables 90.67 91.45
Pavilion 95.67 92.50

DRINKING FOUNTAINS  
Fountain 97.33 91.50
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B 
SKELTON PARK
Classification: Mini-Park
• Address: 101 E. Washington Street 
• Acreage: 0.3 

AMENITIES: Arboretum, Flower Bed, Bench

This pocket park anchors a busy corner in Northeast Champaign.  
Historic investments from local Rotary groups have established a  
diverse grove of trees in Skelton Park. Pending development of the  
Boneyard Creek by the City of Champaign will connect this space by trail  
to other parts of the community.  

The 2020 study participants gave Skelton Park an overall grade of 86.60%. This  
percentage was slightly lower than its score in 2017 (90.15%). Several reviewers  
encouraged increased native plantings, the removal of a dead tree, and tree base care.
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SKELTON PARK 
Classification: Mini-Park 
 
• Address: 101 E. Washington 
• Acreage: 0.3  
• Amenities: Arboretum, Flower Bed, 

Bench 
 

This pocket park anchors a busy corner in Northeast 
Champaign. Historic investments from local Rotary 
groups have established a diverse grove of trees in 
Skelton Park. Pending development of the Boneyard 
Creek by the City of Champaign will connect this 
space by trail to other parts of the community.   

The 2020 study participants gave Skelton Park an 
overall grade of 86.60%. This percentage was slightly 
lower than its score in 2017 (90.15%). Several reviewers 
encouraged increased native plantings, the removal of a  
dead tree, and tree base care. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SKELTON PARK 2017 2020 
PATHS AND SIDEWALKS  
Internal Paths 96.00 86.90 
Sidewalks 89.00 86.45 
Signs 97.33 89.18 
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES  
Lawn 88.33 87.45 
Planting Beds 86.67 85.50 
Trees 80.00 85.36 
SEATING AREAS  
Benches 95.67 85.82 

B 
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A
SUNSET RIDGE PARK
Classification: Neighborhood/Community Park
• Address: 4102 Boulder Ridge Drive 
• Acreage: 19.4

AMENITIES: Playground, Natural Area,  
Skate Park, Tennis Court, Sled Hill

SUNSET RIDGE PARK 2017 2020
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Basketball Court 91.67 94.78
Tennis Court 96.67 91.67
Soccer Field 93.33 95.00
Backstop 91.67 93.14
Skate Park 93.33 97.67
Sled Hill 91.67 93.13
PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASH PADS 
Playground 96.67 95.56

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS  
Internal Paths 98.33 98.33
Sidewalks 96.67 96.25

SIGNAGE
Entrance Signs 96.67 88.13
Secondary Signs N/A 82.67

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES  
Lawn 86.67 93.89
Planting Beds 85.00 91.67
Natural Areas 95.67 94.56
Trees 96.00 92.22

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 96.67 94.44
Picnic Tables 95.00 93.33
Pavilion 95.00 94.22

DRINKING FOUNTAINS  
Fountain 95.67 94.50

PARKING LOT  
Parking Lot 90.00 87.63

Sunset Ridge Park  
embodies the best of  
central Illinois’ natural features;  
ornamental, wet prairie and  
sweeping sunsets. The park is  
also home to a popular playground,  
basketball court, pathway, and skate park.

Sunset Ridge Park received a very good score of 
93.36%, which was almost identical to its score in 
2017 (94.11%). Reviewers comments noted the 
following: “One of our favorite parks,” “Beautiful and 
well-maintained,” and “A beautiful place  
that is loved. Thanks for taking care of it.” Some  
suggested updating the placement of signage and 
lighting to increase visibility of this community asset.  
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A-
TOALSON PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park
• Address: 502 Bardeen Lane  
• Acreage: 7.7 

AMENITIES: Playground, Basketball Court

Toalson Park is situated in a neighborhood that is directly north  
of Champaign’s shopping district. It is one of very few, if not the only  
green space that is located north of Interstate 74 in Champaign or Urbana.  
The park offers a basketball court, playground, and pathways.

Toalson Park received a very good score in the 2020 study with a 90.43%,  
which was slightly lower than 2017’s average of 94.77%. Reviewers noted that  
the east lawn of the park needed attention for grading and reseeding. They also  
recommended painting lines on the basketball court and replacing the net. 
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TOALSON PARK 
Classification: Neighborhood Park 
 
• Address: 502 Bardeen Lane  
• Acreage: 7.7  
• Amenities: Playground, Basketball 

Court 
 
Toalson Park is situated in a neighborhood that 
is directly north of Champaign’s shopping 
district. It is one of very few, if not the only 
green space that is located north of Interstate 
74 in Champaign or Urbana. The park offers a 
basketball court, playground, and pathways. 
 
Toalson Park received a very good score in the 
2020 study with a 90.43%, which was slightly 
lower than 2017’s average of 94.77%. 
Reviewers noted that the east lawn of the park 
needed attention for grading and reseeding. 
They also recommended painting lines on the 
basketball court and replacing the net.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOALSON PARK 2017 2020 
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS  
Basketball Court 93.50 84.44 
PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASH PADS  
Playground 95.00 88.56 
PATHS AND SIDEWALKS  
Internal Paths 95.00 95.78 
Sidewalks 95.00 94.44 
SIGNAGE   
Primary Signs 95.00 93.00 
Secondary Signs N/A 92.67 
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES  
Lawn 92.50 88.33 
Planting Beds 97.50 82.14 
Trees 95.00 91.00 
SEATING AREAS    
Benches 95.00 92.13 
Picnic Tables 93.75 88.25 
Pavilion 97.50 91.89 
DRINKING FOUNTAINS  
Fountain 92.50 91.25 

A- 
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A-
TREVETT-FINCH PARK
Classification: Mini-Park
• Address: 903 W. University Avenue 
• Acreage: 0.53 

AMENITIES: Iconic Tree, Pathways, Benches

The Champaign Park District is known for its signature pine tree  
logo, but its residents are also fond of another iconic tree located in  
Trevett-Finch Park. This whimsical and sprawling Osage Orange is a  
living monument to the past history of Champaign and also an alluring  
natural playscape for passing children.  

Trevett-Finch Park received a very good score with a 91.11%, which was very  
close to its rating in 2017 (92.38%). Reviewers noted the need to replace the inter- 
pretive signage glass and also requested turf maintenance. Additional commentary  
included phrases such as, “perfectly proportioned,” and “quaint and well-manicured.”

TREVETT-FINCH PARK 2017 2020
PATHS AND SIDEWALKS 
Internal Paths 90.00 89.82
Sidewalks 88.33 88.27
Signs 96.67 94.73
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES 
Lawn 90.00 88.91
Planting Beds 91.67 86.70
Trees 98.33 97.27

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 91.67 91.70
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B+
TURNBERRY RIDGE 
PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park
• Address: 910 Cobblefield Road 
• Acreage: 6.1 

AMENITIES: Playground, Basketball Court, Pathways

At first glance, this park appears to be much larger than it is due to its  
expansive green space and variety of recreation opportunities. Turnberry  
Ridge Park is a mid-sized neighborhood park with potential for future  
recreation development.

Turnberry Ridge Park’s score decreased slightly in 2020 (88.96%) compared to its  
overall rating in 2017 (89.76%). Study respondents noted the ample green spaces and  
trail system. Reviewers recommended adding more trees to increase shade and tennis and/or pickleball  
court additions. 

TURNBERRY RIDGE PARK 2017 2020

ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Basketball Court 90.00 89.50

PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASH PADS
Playground 87.50 83.86
PATHS AND SIDEWALKS
Internal Paths 86.67 89.57
Sidewalks 88.33 89.57
Signs 85.00 87.20
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES
Lawn 92.50 88.63
Planting Beds 88.75 N/A
Trees 88.75 90.63

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 92.50 90.00
Picnic Tables 90.00 89.38
Pavilion 93.50 90.00

DRINKING FOUNTAINS  
Fountain 92.50 N/A
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WASHINGTON PARK
Classification: Special Use
• Address: 245 E. Chalmers Street 
• Acreage: 3.8 

AMENITIES: Basketball Court, Picnic Tables

This park is located in the middle of the University of Illinois  
campus and is heavily used by students and student groups. For the  
fall of 2020, this site had been rented by the University of Illinois for use  
as a COVID-19 testing location. The University also requested the removal  
of nets on the sport courts to discourage large group gatherings.

Despite partnering with the University to mitigate the pandemic by using this  
space for COVID-19 testing site, Washington Park maintained its grade level  
(75.37%) when compared to 2017 (74.69%). 

Reviewers were critical of the sidewalks surrounding the park, noting heaves, cracks, and lack of curb cuts, 
which made the sidewalks unusable for individuals with disabilities. Additional study participants comments 
centered on maintenance to the sand volleyball court and several trees.   

C

WASHINGTON PARK 2017 2020
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Basketball Court 80.00 62.50
Volleyball Courts (Sand) 67.50 55.71
PATHS AND SIDEWALKS 
Internal Paths 65.00 78.33
Sidewalks 67.50 66.43
Signs 81.25 90.00
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES 
Lawn 77.50 83.57
Planting Beds 77.50 N/A
Trees 78.75 84.29

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 77.50 N/A
Picnic Tables 78.33 83.33
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WESLEY PARK
Classification: Neighborhood Park
• Address: 915 N. Third Street 
• Acreage: 2.8

AMENITIES: Playground, Basketball Court

Wesley Park is tucked away on the north side of Champaign,  
functionally providing useful recreation opportunities to its neighbors  
who live within walking distance. Future development of the Boneyard  
Creek and trail by the City of Champaign will connect Wesley Park in new  
and unique ways.

Wesley Park received a good score with an 87.53% or a B. This overall rating  
slightly increased when compared to the 2017 study results (86.52%). All reviewers  
noted the need to upgrade the aging playground. 

B+

WESLEY PARK 2017 2020
ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
Basketball Court 95.00 91.00
PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASH PADS
Playground 83.33 79.00

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS  
Internal Paths 93.50 N/A
Sidewalks 83.50 86.40
Signs 94.00 89.20
PASSIVE GREEN SPACES 
Lawn 81.67 90.00
Planting Beds 75.00 N/A
Trees 91.67 90.80

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 91.67 89.40
Picnic Tables 78.33 89.00
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ZAHND PARK
Classification: Community Park
• Address: 2502 S. Staley Road 
• Acreage: 20.6 

AMENITIES: Playground, Ball Fields, Batting 
Cage, Pathways, Football Field

Zahnd Park is one of the Champaign Park District’s largest outdoor  
sports complexes featuring two ball fields, concessions, a batting cage,  
and the only public regulation football field in the area. New path  
connections to the Carle development immediately south of the park have  
created the largest looping trail in the region. 

Zahnd Park’s overall score of 91.02% in the 2020 study was very similar to its rating  
in 2017. (93.00%). Raters recommended upgrades to the dugout roofs, pond shoreline  
plant maintenance, and replacement of the sports field’s guidelines signage. 
 

A-

ZAHND PARK 2017 2020

ATHLETIC FIELDS AND COURTS
North Ballfield 100.00 93.64
South Ballfield 100.00 94.09
Football Field 91.67 92.55

PLAYGROUNDS/SPLASH PADS
Playground 92.50 88.64

PATHS AND SIDEWALKS  
Internal Paths 90.00 95.73
Sidewalks 95.00 92.82

SIGNAGE
Primary Signs 91.00 91.73
Secondary Signs N/A 87.78

PASSIVE GREEN SPACES  
Lawn 92.33 92.09
Planting Beds 91.67 87.40
Trees 97.67 93.18

SEATING AREAS  
Benches 95.00 88.75
Picnic Tables 92.00 89.82
Pavilion 88.33 88.45

DRINKING FOUNTAINS  
Fountain 95.00 87.50

RESTROOMS  
Concessions 83.33 91.09
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t APPENDIX A:  SUPPLEMENTAL GRADING CRITERIA GUIDE 
      FOR REFERENCE ONLY!

However, if study participants desire more specific criteria to grade each amenity, a supplemental guide 
gleaned from Environmental Assessment of Public Recreation Spaces Direct Observation Tool (2008) is also 
included: https://activelivingresearch.org/sites/activelivingresearch.org/files/EAPRS_Tool_0.pdf

This supplemental guide on park amenity grading criteria is not intended for the study participants to spend an 
exorbitant amount of time extensively assessing park amenities. Instead, please use the guide as a reference 
to review potential aspects to grade for each amenity and what to consider for each amenity to rate its 
availability, accessibility, functionality, maintenance, cleanliness, and quality. 

Amenity Aspect Considerations

Benches Cleanliness Consider human-made litter or graffiti; include underneath benches.

Benches Comfort Must include ability to sit with back and head comfortably positioned.

Benches Condition Is the bench structurally sound? Secured to the ground? 

Benches Coverage / shade Consider coverage across the bench(es) throughout the day.

Benches Proximity to other 
amenities

Are benches facing and near other amenities and are they appropriately 
spaced?

Drinking Fountains 
(Currently Closed 
due to Pandemic)

Condition

Consider consistency and height of water flow, if water is contained within 
the fountain & if leftover water drains or pools in water fountain after use. A = 
completely functional; water flows consistently and at proper drinking height (not 
too high, not too low), water flow contained within the fountain & leftover water 
drains away. C = functional but may have some flaws (i.e., not flow consistently, 
water height being too low or too high, water flows outside of fountain, leftover 
water pools in fountain instead of draining away. F = not functional or has an 
extreme flaw that makes the water fountain difficult to function properly and thus 
use (i.e., water flow so low that it is not possible to use).

Drinking Fountains Water Taste / 
Cleanliness Discolored? Consider coldness as well. (Currently Closed due to Pandemic)

Drinking Fountains Accessibility Accessible to young child or individuals with disabilities?

Disc Golf Course* Tee Pad Consider visible weeds, cracks, or holes in the concrete.

Disc Golf Course* Signage -Visibility Able to completely see and read sign from proximity of representative amenity, 
no tree branches or objects obscuring sign.

Disc Golf Course* Signage - 
Condition Consider legibility, absence of graffiti that affects function of the sign.

Disc Golf Course* Hole Baskets Consider if the hole numbers are legible, and the structural condition of the 
baskets.

*Disc Golf only 
available at Dodds 
Park.
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Amenity Aspect Considerations

Outdoor Fitness 
Equipment* Cleanliness

Are human-made litter or graffiti present?

Outdoor Fitness 
Equipment* Condition Is the equipment in working order? Are there visible chips, cracks, or flaws?

Outdoor Fitness 
Equipment*

Signage - 
Condition Consider legibility, absence of graffiti that affects function of the sign.

*Outdoor Fitness Equipment only available at Douglass Park.

Athletic Fields / 
Courts Cleanliness Are human-made litter or graffiti present?

Athletic Fields / 
Courts

Components 
Present Nets, plates/bases, etc.

Athletic Fields / 
Courts

Components 
Condition

Are there holes in nets? Is equipment broken or functional? Is rust or wear and 
tear present?

Athletic Fields / 
Courts Drainage Is standing water visible on the court or field?

Athletic Fields / 
Courts

Functional Drinking 
Fountain Is a functional drinking fountain present? (Currently Closed due to Pandemic)

Athletic Fields / 
Courts

Ground / Surface 
Condition 

Consider weeds and patches of grass where dirt should be OR dirt where grass 
should be -- piles of leaves or rocks that inhibit playing -- continuous surface or 
easy to trip on -- hard-packed and uncomfortable to fall on.

Athletic Fields / 
Courts Lighting Are lights present at the field, court, or near-by parking lot?

Athletic Fields / 
Courts Parking Proximity Is adequate and accessible parking available?

Athletic Fields / Courts
Perimeter 
Are line or fencing present to set the boundaries of the court or field? What are the conditions of the striping and fencing?

Athletic Fields / 
Courts

Restroom / 
Concessions / 
Vending Proximity

Are there options for restrooms, food, or beverages within a short walking 
distance?

Athletic Fields / 
Courts Seating Availability Is seating available for fans?

Athletic Fields / 
Courts

Trash Cans 
Available Are trash receptacles available? Do they appear to have been maintained?
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Amenity Aspect Considerations

Decorative 
Fountain Water Quality Consider algae, water weeds, cleanliness & color of water ◦ Also consider man-

made litter either within the fountain or outside the structure.

Decorative 
Fountain Condition Are all fountains functional?

Decorative 
Fountain Seating Is seating available and facing the fountain?

Decorative 
Fountain Lighting Are lights present to light the fountain at night?

Decorative 
Fountain Signage Consider legibility, absence of graffiti that affects function of the sign.

Gardens
Primary or 
Interpretive 
Signage

Consider legibility, absence of graffiti that affects function of the sign.

Gardens Condition Are weeds present? Pathways between beds maintained?
Gardens Cleanliness Are human-made litter or graffiti present?
Lawns Cleanliness Free of human-made litter?

Lawns Ground / Surface 
Condition 

Consider weeds and patches of grass where dirt should be OR dirt where grass 
should be -- piles of leaves, or sticks, or rocks that inhibit playing -- continuous 
surface or easy to trip on -- hard-packed and uncomfortable to fall on.

Natural Areas / 
Lakes / Ponds Cleanliness Free of human-made litter?

Natural Areas / 
Lakes / Ponds

Primary or 
Interpretive 
Signage

Consider legibility, absence of graffiti that affects function of the sign.

Natural Areas / 
Lakes / Ponds

Piers / Fishing 
Areas Consider cleanliness and condition.

Natural Areas / 
Lakes / Ponds

Native Species of Flora Present?

Natural Areas / 
Lakes / Ponds Wildlife Present?

Parking Lot Cleanliness Consider broken glass, moderate amount of human-made litter / debris, and 
innocent graffiti

Parking Lot Condition Consider continuity of the surface, pot holes
Parking Lot Accessible Parking Availability?

Parking Lot Parking space / 
spot markings Are the parking space lines visible?

Picnic Tables Cleanliness Absent of human-made litter and graffiti?

Picnic Tables Proximity to other 
amenities Consider coverage across the bench(es) throughout the day

Picnic Tables Coverage / shade Are benches facing and near other amenities and are they appropriately 
spaced?
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Amenity Aspect Considerations
Pits* Cleanliness Free of human-made litter?
Pits* Signage Consider legibility, absence of graffiti that affects function of the sign
Pits* Seating Availability?
Pits* Condition Functionality and quality of the pit related to the sport or game?
*Horseshoe (Douglass Park), Bocce (Centennial Park), or Gaga (Clark Park).
Planting Beds Condition Plants alive; mulched; weeded?
Planting Beds Cleanliness Consider human-made litter.
Playgrounds Bike Racks Present? Operational condition? 

Playgrounds
Openness / 
Visibility / Line of 
Sight

Are all areas of the playground visible from the seating areas?

Playgrounds Parking proximity Is adequate and accessible parking available?
Playgrounds Seating Are seats facing the play area?

Playgrounds Restrooms / Porta-
potties Are open restrooms close by?

Playgrounds Coverage / Shade
This rating is assessing whether the children using the play set would have 
the opportunity to be in the shade. Do not determine coverage based on the 
structure’s ability to protect from inclement weather – focus on providing shade.

Playgrounds
Separate play sets 
for different age 
groups

Is play equipment available for different age groups? Is the playground 
intended for a certain age group?

Playgrounds
Separation from 
traffic (parking lots 
and roads)

Are playing children protected from vehicular traffic?

Playgrounds Separation from all 
other active areas

Are playing children protected from pedestrian or bicycle traffic? Are playing 
children protected from errant sports equipment (i.e. foul ball) or moving 
athletes?

Playgrounds Ground surface 
material Consider condition, cleanliness, levelness, accessibility.

Playgrounds Include Essential 
Elements of Play

Does the playground offer swinging, spinning, climbing, sliding, balancing, and 
brachiating (overhead climbing)? Other?

Playgrounds Trash Cans 
Available Are trash receptacles available? Do they appear to have been maintained?

Restrooms & 
Concessions* Condition Consider the roof, walls, etc.

Restrooms & 
Concessions* Cleanliness Is human-made litter or graffiti present?

*Please rate only the exterior of the building at this time.

Roadways* Condition Is the surface material continuous or are many, a moderate number, or few 
potholes and cracks exist? 

Roadways* Lighting Any artificial lighting specific for roadway?
Roadways* Posted speed limits Are speed limits visible and legible?
*At Dodds Park Only – Parkland Way
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Amenity Aspect Considerations
Designated Skate 
Park or Skate 
Area* Surface Condition Is the surface continuous or are holes and cracks present?

Designated Skate 
Park or Skate 
Area*

Cleanliness Human-made litter present? 

Designated Skate 
Park or Skate 
Area* Structure - Condition Are the surfaces of the bowls, streetscapes, half pipes, ledges, rails, or ramps 

cracked, broken, or in disrepair?

Designated Skate 
Park or Skate 
Area*

Parking Proximity Is adequate and accessible parking available?

Designated Skate 
Park or Skate 
Area*

Seating Availability Is seating available and facing the designated skate area?

Designated Skate 
Park or Skate 
Area*

Functional Drinking 
Fountain Is a functional drinking fountain present? (Currently Closed due to Pandemic)

Designated Skate 
Park or Skate 
Area*

Covered / Shaded Are shaded areas available? 

Designated Skate 
Park or Skate 
Area*

Trash Cans 
Available Are trash receptacles available? Do they appear to have been maintained?

*Sunset Ridge Park Only for this Study.

Shelter / Pavilion Cleanliness Consider man-made litter, excessive spider webs, leaves or other natural 
debris.

Shelter / Pavilion Condition Consider structural condition (i.e., damaged roof, support beams)
Shelter / Pavilion Parking Proximity Is adequate and accessible parking available?
Shelter / Pavilion Condition - Grills Are the grills clean and functional?
Shelter / Pavilion Plug-in for electric Are plugs available?
Shelter / Pavilion Reservable Can the shelter be rented and is it obvious how to rent the shelter?

Shelter / Pavilion Trash Cans 
Available Are trash receptacles available? Do they appear to have been maintained?

Shelter / Pavilion Path Linkage Is the shelter accessible by hard surfaced walkways from the parking lot or 
pathways?
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Amenity Aspect Considerations

Sidewalks 
(adjacent to park; 
not in park)

Condition Consider holes, cracks, etc. A trail where a person must be overly 
mindful of where they are walking would receive an “F” rating.

Sidewalks 
(adjacent to park; 
not in park)

Width <2 ft (1 adult); 2-5 ft (2 adults; sidewalk width); >5 ft (>3 adults). 

Sidewalks 
(adjacent to park; 
not in park)

Cleanliness Human-made litter, not mud, rocks, twigs, etc.

Sidewalks 
(adjacent to park; 
not in park)

Linkage to path in 
park

Are the surrounding sidewalks linked to the Park’s pathways or 
trails?

Sidewalks 
(adjacent to park; 
not in park)

Crosswalks into 
parks

Do safety features exist for pedestrians to cross roadways that are 
adjacent to the park?

Sidewalks 
(adjacent to park; 
not in park)

Obstructions
It is what happens on top of or above the surface (surface condition 
is rated above); do not consider small twigs, small rocks or small 
areas of mud. Is progress hindered?

Signage Visibility Able to completely see and read sign from proximity of representative 
amenity, no tree branches or objects obscuring sign.

Signage Condition Consider legibility, absence of graffiti that affects function of the sign.

Splash Pad Openness / Visibility Are all areas of the splash pad visible from the seating areas?

Splash Pad Parking proximity Is adequate and accessible parking available?
Splash Pad Seating Is seating available and facing the play area

Splash Pad Coverage / Shade
This rating is assessing whether the children using the play set would 
have the opportunity to be in the shade. Do not determine coverage 
based on the structure’s ability to protect from inclement weather – 
focus on providing shade.

Splash Pad
Separate play sets 
for different age 
groups

Is appropriate play equipment marked and available for different age 
groups? Is the playground intended for a certain age group?

Splash Pad Separation from 
traffic Are playing children protected from vehicular traffic?

Splash Pad Separation - other 
active areas

Are playing children protected from pedestrian or bicycle traffic? Are 
playing children protected from errant sports equipment (i.e. foul ball) 
or moving athletes?

Splash Pad Ground surface Condition, cleanliness, levelness, accessibility
Splash Pad Drainage Is there standing water? 
Splash Pad Condition Are all features functioning properly?
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Amenity Aspect Considerations

Trails Condition Consider holes, cracks, etc. A trail where a person must be overly 
mindful of where they are walking would receive an “F” rating.

Trails Width <2 ft (1 adult); 2-5 ft (2 adults; sidewalk width); >5 ft (>3 adults).
Trails Cleanliness Human-made litter, not mud, rocks, twigs, etc.
Trails Trash Cans Any < 25 feet from trail, Are they maintained?

Trails Clear
It is what happens on top of or above the surface (surface condition is 
rated above); do not consider small twigs, small rocks or small areas of 
mud. Is progress hindered?

Trails Coverage/Shade Consider the entire length of the trail, but not width.

Trails Access points Are trailheads accessible from the parking lot and surrounding 
neighborhoods?

Trails Proximity to 
parking Consider entrances for both walkers, cyclists, and wheelchairs/strollers. 

Trails Animal Waste 
Cleanup Boxes offering bags to clean up after pets.

Trails Operational 
drinking fountain

Needs to be <100 ft from trail by the walking route one could take from 
trail to drinking fountain (Currently Closed due to Pandemic) 
(e.g., does not count if have to walk around fence), in sight of trail

Trails Seating Consider availability, comfort, cleanliness, and condition.
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